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in question were actually reached, but took occasion to say that
"there were also other amendments relating to Female Suffrage
which, of course, would make a huge difference." Three days
later, following up this hint, Asquith put the direct question whether
the passing of any of the Woman Suffrage amendments would, in
the Speaker's view, require the Bill to be withdrawn, and received
the answer that the passing of any which actually enfranchised
women would have this effect.
This ruling came as a complete surprise to Asquith. It had not
occurred to him that a Bill which was a Bill for enfranchisement
and which introduced a large new male element into the electorate
would by the inclusion of women be considered to have become
a new Bill. But the ruling was final and it obviously placed him
in the position that, if he either saved the Bill by procuring the
withdrawal of the Woman Suffrage amendments, or invited the
House to discuss them after an intimation that their passing would
wreck the Bill, he would be open to the charge of having escaped
from his pledge to give the women a "full opportunity." As an
opponent of Woman Suffrage he felt under a special obligation to
be scrupulous in this matter, but his colleagues without exception
shared Ids opinion that the Bill should be withdrawn and he
announced the decision of the Government immediately after the
Speaker had given his ruling:
* * I do no$ think it would be fair and right, and certainly I do not
think it would be acting up to the spirit of the obligations which we
undertook—which were in substance that in any Bill for the extension
of the franchise we would give a full and free opportunity for the discussion
ajid, if it was the view of the majority of the House, for the introduction
of woman's suffrage—if after that door had been finally closed, so fat
as this Bill is concerned we were to proceed with the enfranchisement of
the male electorate. Therefore, as a mere matter of common honour
and common sense, if we agree that the discussion of the woman suffrage
amendment is precluded by the mling which you, Sir, have given, we
cannot in, fairness proceed with the Bill as it stands and with its other
provisions/* (House of Commons, 27th Jan., 1913.)
The practical effect was ummportant, for before the electorate
was next polled, the women had effected their entry and far more
sweeping reforms been introduced than were dreamt of ixi the Ball
of 1913, But it is worth noting that if the Speaker had not been
asked for his ruling at this stage and the Woman Suffrage amend-
ments had been put to the House, they would certainly have "been
rejected, for in the following session Mr. Dickinson's Bill for
Womaaa Suffrage, which was given the promised "full and free

